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LITERARY TASTE IN WOMEN.

AMELIA E. BARR REPLIES TO THE RE-
MARKS OF THE WORTHY BCOTCHMAN.

EHE DECLARES HE I8 NEITHER JUST NOR COR-
RECT; THEN BHE ABKS IF MEXN NEVER
BIN IN THAT DIRECTION.

pectoration tn publle bulldings ard conveyances,
leprosy, private ashearts, high bulldings, the ad-
visabllity of forming a Natlonal health-protective

~ actar and art

A NEW YEAR GOWN F‘O‘R‘ THE “HOME PET."

“§TUDY OF THE JAPANESE.”

MRS. FREDERICK W. VANDERBILT OPENS
HER HOME FOR A HISTORY CLASS,

EIXTT LADTES LIETEN TO A LECTURE ON JAFPAN
BY MI8S GEORGINA RORERTS, OF THIS CITY.

Had it not heen the morning hour, one would have
thought Mrs. Frederick W, Vanderhilt was holding
& reception yesterday at her palatial home, No. 438
Fifth-ave., so great was the number of private car-
riages In waiting. The occupants had come to lis-
ten to the lecture of Miss Georgina Roberts on “A
Erudy of the Japanese,” the last lecture of the pres-
ent course, and the spacious drewing-room was
crowded.

Mrs. Vanderbilt recelved all comers as cordlally
as though It was her own soclal functlon,

It {8 safe to say no lecturs in this course has been
more thoroughly enjoyed than that of vesterday,
for during her travels fn Japan Miss Roberts, who
18 quick to see and keen to criticize, learned many
valuable things about these wonderful people, and
her manner of recital s not only loglcal, but bright
end vivactous, adding color to her descriptions and
{llustrations.

Miss Roberts regards the Japanese people among
the most interesting in the world, but difficult to
understand, because of thelr lack of strong per-
ponality. This |s due to thelr having matured
under different influences.

“In studying the past,” she sall, “we find what
an important part religlon has played in moulding
Japanesa character and art, and these religlons
have been three {n number. Shintau gave to char-
Heft instaking; that s

ty and p
why thesa people are great In amall things,

“Buddhism gave to art {ts wealth of ornamenta-
tion and coloring, while the ethles of Confucius has
done much In determining the character of the Jap-
anese,

“In the far past the natural religion held sway,
as In Russia, and possessed such vitallty that
Bhalmanism, the worship of good and evil spirits,
is found to-day In Japan. An {llustrdtlon of thia
was given in the New Year's custom of expelling
tha devil from the homes.

“One of the old priests carries a wand In his hand.
On this Is a head of Jizo, the special god of little
children. The head Is hollow and filled with small
stones, which rattle. Then, saying the prayer, ‘Out
evil spirits, enter good spirits," the holder scat-
ters dried peas In the four corners of the room,
These are gathered up by the houzowife and care-
fully preserved till the first clap of spring thunder
comes, Then they are made Into a soup, of which
the whole family partake and the devil is van-
qQuished.”

“When the men known to history as the Tamatos
cams to Japan they brought an advanced knowl-
edge of agriculture, a feudal system of government
and a superior religlon—the Shintauv—which was ex-
tremely slmple. It had no temples nor priestly
caste, only cne article of falth—'Fear the gods and
worship them'—hut later they Introduced the
political element by adding, Obey the Mikado and
reverence him,” and on this principle the Emplrs
rests to-day.

"*They taught that the Mikado was not earth born,
but & descendant from Amaterasu, the sun goddess,
and the bellef In this divine character of the ruler
has been as potent In results as the bellef in the In-
falltbility of the Fope in Europs.

“This religlon taught purity of body and mind,
because for them the gods gee everything, and It
also made them express great reverence for their
ruler.”

The Influence of Buddhism was explained by
the three great waves of foreign (nfluence—Afrst, In
tha third century, when they invaded Corea and
obtalned from her a new civilization in arts, science
and rellgion; second, in the sixteenth century, when
the Portuguesa brought the Catholle religion, and

lastly, the influencea of to-day, wh
Ilt_rl;nm;k‘,n: at hlﬂr daoor, T .l s weria
€ lecturer (llustrated In & delightfu
the effect of the ethical teaching o;('mlfu'rgﬁ:n;rr;
‘the soclal relations of life, which are called the five
relationships. Firet, between the ruler and the sub-
Jects, which ls Kun-8hin, or lovalty, They will
{udlly dia for the ruler, a superior or a principle
ut to love one higher than themselves Smy con-
slder an impertinence,
The second relation s _between father and son
4 implles reverence. The third !s between hus-
and wife, but is always sccondary to tha love
parents, and implies absolute obedlence and
ﬁ-‘tup;-rusl(m on the part of the wife. The hus-
would consider it beneath his dignity to at-
the funeral of his wife, and the same djs-
is drawn between elder and younger
in the fourth relatlon.
The 8fth relates to friends, who must be treated
Courtesy and propristy, but there {8 no hint
brotherly love which Christlanity teaches,
the higher cluss the religion s Pantheistic
Which teaches that K is a spirit, not personal, but
in everything—earth, air, trees and flowers—
i came to consclousness in the soul of man,
N coneclusion Miss Roberts thought one might
many things from the Japanese, Thelr
tourtesy and kindliness of manner were especlally
eommented upon, while their self-control Is simply
llous, It is rald such a thing as 4 dangerous
has never been known.

— e
A HEALTH-STUDY., CLASS.

The Harlem Health-Btudy Class, under the dfrec-
ton of Miss Marguerite Lindley, met yesterday
afierncon at the
school, No.
fourth.st.

Miss Lindley began by saying: “Our first thought
must ba that the body Is & machine, composed of

41 West One-hundred-and-twenty-

living matertal called tissues, which are fashioned

through the laws of evolution for various uses.

Thess tissues are formed of very dainty cellular

slruc!un. whose atoms, also cellular, ara continu-
ally undergolng a process of growth and destruc-
tion. This cellular change fs nature's means of re-
Pair, and constitutes the health of our tissues. It Is
&occomplishied through the blood current, and ls de-
pendent upon fresh alr, exercise and rest.
hu:;. must sleo be' remembered that from chiM-
1 unfavorable influences have caused retarda-
o In cellular change, and that irregularitles ia
th and figure ure the result; hence the necessity

of this course of Individ
ual health-study and ho
Practise sxerclses.” 4

Misses Whitefleld and Bliss's

tProuxh having exercises given regardless of condl-
tlons.

The lecturer made it very plain that exercises
were nesdful to localize the blood currents in our
disused muscles, that otherwise would grow stiff
with age.

The Bwedish movements are taught in this class,
and eich member |s provided with a memorandum
to suit her own conditlons. The work is for home
practise, and covers bhoth generalized exercises, to
use proportionately all the groups of muscles, and
specifiz, to localize the effects in those lacking In
vigor.

The exercises were led by Miss Carolyn Rarrus,
and the whole class participated, and were sur-
prised to find they were not tired after the comple-
tlon of the lesson. No especial costume s required,
vet members are expected to wear a divided skirt
with loose walst or sweater. KEach lesson covers
some ona of the dally ills, Yesterday {1 was neu-
ralgle and congeative headaches, thelr causes and
the localized treatment—including self-massnge—
for their rellef. Headaches arisinﬁ from deranged
condition of internal organs will be consldered
under this subject.

——

GOING ON TO-DAY.

The American Authors' Guild will hold & recep-
tion to-day from 8 to & o'clock at the Gulld rooms,
No. 26 West Fifty-eighth-st. Mra, Hodgson Bur-
nett will be present.

An equestrian entertainment will be given at Dur-
Jand’s Riding Academy, Fifty-ninth-st. and the

levard this evening. The ceeds ars to be
m:meu to the National Guard hosplital fund.

The Chelsea Auxillary will hold its regular meet-
ing at 3 o'clock this afternoon at No. 38 Elghth-

ave. Miss Harrlette Keyser will read o paper on
the new Greater New-York charter, and nf women,

whether members or not, will be welcome.

The Twelfth Night Club will have its usual yearly
frolie to-night

The members of the SBewing Soclety of the Sun-
day-school of Bt Benedlct the Moor, Bleecker and
Downing sts, will have their Christmas tres to-
night.

A lecture under the ausplees of the Girla' Read-
ing Circls of the Church of the Holy Rosary, East

- Ared-and-nineteenth-st., will bs dellvered
gﬂ;l:g:‘ by tho Rev. John Talbot Smith, The sub-
ject announced is “Poetry and How to Read It.

The Deborah Benevolent Bewing Saclety will glve
an entertainment and ball this evening, beginning
at § o'clock, at Central Opera House, Sixty-seventh-
st.. between Second and Third aves. Bixty children

will take part In the performance, which rin he
the extravaganza of "‘Fﬁe Sleeping Beauty.

The Little Mothers wiil hold thelr Christmas

this afternoon, at 2 o'clock, at Wehster
;;:::li‘v%.'gtevrm;-al._ between Third and Fourth aves,

The Rainy Day Club will meet this afternoon for
the installation of officers, In the Hotel Andrew,
Bedford-ave, and South Fifth-st, Brooklyn. The
club pin will be ready for members.

The New-York City Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution will celebrate the anni-

of General Washington's wedding day.

e e b o'clock, Sgerry'n

The addresses will commence at
i{s the place.of meeting.

The Feast of the Eplphany of Our Lord is cele-
to-day, This feast Is better known through-
::ﬂ‘:ge 2‘11?]’;1 as “Little Christmas.”

There will be special services thiy evening, at §
o'clock, in 8t. Patrick's Cathedral,

High mass will he celebrated this morning, at 8
in the Church of Our Lady the Queen of

‘elock,
Ante One-hundred-and-thirteenth-st.

Angels, East

This is a day of devotion at the Church of Bt
Agnes, on East Forty-third-st. In the morning all

the members of the Sanctuary Boclety will recelve
the Holy Communlon, and in the evening, at 7:30,
Dr. Henry A. Brann, will dellver the annual ser-

mon.
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THE DAY'S GOSSIP,

The New-England Woman's Press Association
holds its annual meeting to-day.

Mrs, Ruth McEnery Stuart left last evening for
the South, where she will give a series of readings
from her own compositions. She will not return to
New-York for several months,

A Egreat many Wwomen, notwithstandirg the

ceather. atterided the 11 o'clock prayer-meeting
I‘;l'?ho Broadway Tabernacle yesterday.,

The secretary of the Business Women's Repub-
lean Club, Mra. A. K. Kipp, forwarded yesterday
to Thomas C. Platt a sel of resolutions adopted

the club at its last meeting, and expressed its
Hmeal desirs to mee him United States Benator

for this Btate.

The new armory that has just been fitted up in
the basement of St. Agnes’s Chapel for the BL
Agnes Company, No. 17, of the Young Knights of

e nee. will he formally opened this evening.
;h':‘,-r.’.”:-m be a programme consisting of rIrH?_!
and music, and several young ladles of the fnsrtsn
wiil serve chocolate and cake. The viear will pre-

Elde.

—
SOROSIS CAROL CLUB.

The Borosis Carcl Club gave ita first usical yes-
terday afterncon at the home of Mra, Willlam .
Demorest, No. 21 East Fifty-seventh-st. The artisis
that took part in the programme were Friuleln
Gaertner, Miss Gertrude Griswold, Mre, Antonin
Bawyer, Mr. Robertson and Master John Bright
Lord. The Carol Club zang several selections. Its
memberas are Mrs. Jacob Hess, Mrs, Willlam i.‘urti_s
Demorest, Mrs. Malcom Townsend, Mrs. B K.
Bowen, Mrs. C. R. 8mith, Mrs. Willlam Stuyvesant,
Mrs. John rd, Mrs, W. Lumbard, Mras, Sldney
Wileox and Mrs. Willlam Taylor. The Carol Club
is conducted by Miss Gertrude Griswold.

At the close of the programme the guests ad-
journed to the dining-room, Wwhich was beautifully
decorated with holly and carnations. Among tha
guesls present wera Mrs, David Welch, Mra.
George T. Wilson, Mrs. William Tod Helmuth and

Miss Lindley make

% an individual study of each hter, Mrs. Egerton, of West Point. Dr.
one's c:aldltlum and tendencles, subjecting t h;f! dﬁ‘::.sla'nwt“’ums Mra. Arkel MeMichael,
‘Betects orom, 'O the family physieian If ph s, Thomas R. Ball, Mrs. Willlam N. Lombard,
ex 'f‘ of an ominous nature. rs. Edmund Coflin, Mrs. Augustus Wilson, Mra,
yt‘,f":““‘i“t"dw the injury done to nerve | H. Btaples Potter, of Boston; Mrs. Matllda T.
Sl eia the jerky wnr{ 80 often given, ltes. "of Orange; Mrs. Malcom Townsend, the

harm to the health of internal organi| Hev. Dr. Bourne And brs. Augustus Dexter,

b > N

2in Carnegle Hall on the svening

In Sunday's lssue an article on “Literary Taste
In Women" quoted a Beotch professor as saying:
“Literary taste in the average woman is almost an
unknown quantity, for the reason that, llke the
cut of her gowns, It Is governed largely by the
fashlon prevalling at the ment. Decause some
authors are out of fashion :'{o ought to be In, and
others are in who ought to ba out, ahe permits her-
gelf to be governed by popular Prejudice. This Ia
not taste.”

In reply to this attack on woman and her appre-
clation of literaturs Amelin E. Barr sends the fol-
lowing letter:

To the Editor of The Tribuns,

Bir: The professor's statement Is a stalement
easlly made, but it !s neither just nor correct,

In the first place, the critic ought to have mccu-
rately defined what “literary taste’ consists In;
how many kinds of lterary taste are supposed to
exist, and which particalar kind he imnagines
women to be “almost destitute of."" Then he should
have so well exhihited the excellence of this spe-
clal kind that dellnquent women would have been
thoroughly ashamed of thelr Ignorance. Further-
more, he should have glven convineing proof that
men never, never sin In this direction; that they all
possess “literary taste,” and that thelr judgment
and predllections are above and beyond the sway
of the popular “taste’” of the time.

But is It certain that the prevalling fashions in lit-
erature are always wrong? Rather, Is it not likely
that they it and accord with other tastes which may
be even more important to daily life than the critic’s
I!tergry taste? A eritie’'s taste, at best, {2 but one
man's opinion: will he set it agalnst the prevailing
tone with an absolute certalnty that he ls right
and the rest of mankind and womankind ignorant
blunderers?

We will suppose that women are largely gov-
erned in literary matters by “the fashion prevall-
ing at the moment,'” just as they are governed
about the *cut of their gowns.” May not that
fashlon In both cases he a very sultabls one? He-
cause it {s the prevalling fashion, is it therefore
gllly or ungraceful? Fashlons relating to dress are
never wholly good or bad; there are elegant modes
and grotesque ones, and thr-t" brush each other In
the streets; there are good books and bad books,
and they lle glde by slde on the counter.

Agaln, it may be truthfully asserted that men
are fust as ready to have their lterary taste gov-
ernesd by popular Projndlﬂ- a3 women are, &'ho
were the buyvers of “Trilby”? Men; and that In
an overwhelming majority. Indeed, the Intellect
of men s specially subservient to popuiar enthusl-
asm, not only as regards hooks, but in plays,
preachers, poiitical leaders, preferred stock, and In
almost every department of actlve life. It is a
great part of wisdom that it should be so. Ts It
not presumable that the consonant opinlons of
twenty, or fifty, thousand people are as II‘k- Iy to he
correct as the solltary opinion of one self-consti-

tuted eritle, or even the united judgment of the
whole staff of a review? Women, in following the
popular decision about present writers—If they do

so—anly evince thelr modesty; they also drive the
shuttle of thelr thoughts and predllections hetween
thelr Intelleet and thelr experiences. [t might he
well for erities to exchange a little of their closet
learning for the same broad® path, whether [t be
“taste’” or something else—and better,

The unhealthy idea of chivalry, which treated
women as A cross hetween an angel and an idlot, Is
exploded. While the rivers run Into the sea, It
will never be revived, Women have the right to
thelr own lHterary taste, whether It fits into men's
Hterary camons or not,  They ean instruct their
averments, and generally show good ground for
their prefjudices; and it Is long past date to insinu-
ate any speclal defect In thelr ereation.

The ilde of woman's progress has come, and men
might as well swim with it, for In its flood thers
is no “so far and no further.” No gates can be
shut against it, and the old barriers can nelther
be restored nor repaired. Critlelsm of women lgnor-

ing this fact {= all & hum-and the hest way with
thosa who persist In lgnoring it Is the “short way"
of 8ir Simon d4'Ewes, who moved In the House of
Commons that Sergeant Armstrong
AMELIA E

“do now hold

his tongue.’ BARR.

THE VARIETIES OF COAL

A great many housekeepers do not know that
there ara two varletles of anthracita coal. The
hard anthracite kindies slowly but gives a Iasting
and strong fire. It may ba recognized by lits red
ash. Tt is a far more economical coal to buy for
the range than the more common white ash or soft
anthracita The soft anthracite, however, will do
better in the grate becauss It makes a rather more
luminous fira, possessing something of the brill-
laney of bituminous conl, but none of ts amoke.

The soft unthracite is distingulshed from the
hard anthracite by its white ash. Probahly the
cook will prefer the white m¥h coal becauss It
comea up quicker in the morning.

There 15 about the same difference, however, In
a fire made of pine or any soft wood and ons made
of hickory or onk, as thers I8 hetween a fire of
white ash coal and ons of red ash. The red ash
conl glves out a more intense heat, Insures a bet-
ter oven and is a better fire for brolling, The best
broiling Is not done over coal, however, but over
the red hot embers of a hickory fire. Even this
fire is superseded now by the modern gas stove,
whera roasting and broiling ara both done under
tha flame In a draught so that no taint of the gas
ean affect the meat.

The best kindling wood for a stova or range con-
tains about equal amounts of hard and soft wood,

It Is utterly superfluous for any Intelligent person
to add kerosens or ashestos soaked In keroseno.
The latter is a contrivance frequently offered to
assist im kindling the fire, and practieally nde-
structibla and safe, It leaves, however, an un-
sieasant odor, ke all such patent fire-kindlers, and
tl.ﬂ usa 8 entirely UNNECessATry.
1f the paper 1s erumpled loosely and the kindling
wood ];nfrl In loosely so as to allow alr to blow
through the mass from beneath and reach the
ehimney through the draughts, there will be no
difficulty In starting the fire. When the fire falls
to burn, it is becauss there is somes impediment to
the draughts or hecause the Kindling wood Is damp
The httle bundles of Kindling wood sold by the
grocer are very apt to harbor w ter-bugs and cock-
ronches, and for that reason careful housckeepers
yrefer to buy thelr wood by the quantity and keep
t in tho coal cellwr.
the fire In the morning it should be brought up the
night before and left in the heating eloset unider
the oven to dry. It is much more economical even
In New-York City to buy wood by the cord or
quarter cord than by the bundle.
—_—-—

ABOU'T BAD COOKING.

A POORLY SERVED MEAL IS, BY THE ARAB,
CONBIDERED SUFFICIENT CAUSE
FOR DIVORCE.

“The Arab tribes count bad cocking on the part of
the wife a sufficlent causa for divoree.” sald Mrs,
Howe In her lecturs yesterday at the Wonuen's
Exchange. Her subject was “The Way to a Man's
Heart,” “and the modern elvilized American male,”
continued Mrs. Howe. “Is not so different from the
Arab. His principal objection to the higher educas
tion of women was that |t would interfere with his
meals, and {1 was only when he found that study-
ing and cocklng could go on together that his agl-
tation could be calmed.

“The unlon I8 mada possible,” she continued, “by
modern improvements—prepared foods, Improved
cooking utensils, ete., most of which were the in-
vention of men—and to this should be added the
fact that men are now satisfled with less food
than formerly. Alfogether, although there ls still
much to he desired, the Inner man of our lords and
masters ls better cared for than it has eaver been
before, and If we could go back to tha good old
times the men would be the first to complaln.”

In proof of her proposition Mrs. Howe gave some
specimens from medleval cookbooks, and they weore
amply sufficient for the purpose.

Chocalate was ground, bolled in milk and served
in those days, and tea

as soup, with sausages,
ieaves were eaten with butter, salt and pf{n:n-r. Tke
greens. A reclpe for cooking pigs culled for dates,
currants, almonds, figs, cheese, wine, vinegar,

eplces, sandalwood and gaffron, and nona of them
condescended to mention proportione.

In eonclusion the lecturer gald: ‘“There wis some
excuge for our grandmothers, who were ahsorhed
in drudgery and had no mental enlture, in commit-
ting such culinary crimes, bt there 12 none for us,
and If we neglect the selence of nutrition on witlch
the health and happiness of our fumilles depend
we are not fit to enter the professions that have
hitherto been monopolized by men. “Tell me what
you eat and I'll tell you what you are,’ says an old
proverh. 1t is true, in the main, and it = of the
highest Importance that she who controls the food
gupplies should understand the value of the differ-

ent foods. ™

===
POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL.

Several hundred men and women visited the New-
York Post-Graduate Modieal Bchool and Hosplital,
gecond-ave. and Twentleth-st., yeaterday afternoon,
on the ocearion of Its twelfth anniversary. The
bnbles amd children's warda wore inspected, and
& moeeting was held, at which reports were reml
and addreases were dellvered by the Rev. Dr. Henry

; ywke and Willam W. Hoppin. The Euests

;rnrr:"n Iri‘I:‘o entertained by a musical arranged Py

A. Victor !Ienhnmhl;nmﬂ! by Mme. J. Grau-Mafler
1ol

and Claude J, F ng,
The managers of the hospltal announce A con-
f Anton Seldl, to be given
eert, nnder the direction o n Beldl, 40 b0 T e

Where wood I8 needed for |

organization, and a bill regarding the manure ques-
ticn, which It Is about to present to the Legislatura,

This bill has'the approval of the Health Board
and the Mayor, and the soclety hopes that it will
make an end of the manure diMculty. It provides
that the matter shall be put under the control of the
Health Board, and that the latter be empowered to
let out the contract for the removal of manure from
stables; all manure to be removed avery twenty-
four hours, unlesa It |s baled or barrelled. In this
way the responsibility for the violatlons of the law
will he fixed upon the head of one man, the con-
tractor.

No actlon was taken on the leprosy question, but
Mrs. Trautmann gave & verbal report of the one
presonted by Dr, (. B. Fowler at the meeting of
the County Medical Soclety on December 23, Dr.
Fowler e chalrman of the Leprosy Committea of
that soclety, and the result of Its Investigntions Is
the conclusion that the dlsease s not contagious,

Mrs. Trautmann also announced the recelpt from
a Mr. Blandy, of Nos, 16 to 18 Broad-st., of A check
for 5100 to be used In the leprosy cause,

THE NUISANCE MUST HRE STOPPED.

The suhje~t of expectoration recelved more atten-
flon than any other, and the soclety resolved to
mwake a determined effort to stop tha nulsance.

“We spent twelve yeara over the manure ques-
tion,” sald Mrs. Trautmann to the reporters, ‘'and
we will apend as many more, if necessary, on that
of expectoration.'

Bhe sald that she had been Informed by a hranch
association which has just heen formed in Boa-
ton, that that city imposed a fine of $17 for a vio-
Iatlon of the law, and added that she thought a
few such fines would soon solve the problem hers,

One of the members, who had just returned from
Philadelphla, reported that matters were no hetter
there, contrary to what has bheen reported,

A COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON MR ROOSEVELT.

A committes In to be appointed to walt on Mr,
Roosevelt and sea what help he ecan glve, and an-
other committee will sea the Fire Commissioners
about the high bulldings, while still another wiil
econfer with the proper authorities regarding the
private ashearts.

Dr. Btephen B, 8mith, formerly president of the
Health Hoard, wns present at the mnolm?hnnrl it

wiud he who hrought nlp the ashearts. s awn
individual efforts had been unavalling, he sald,
and he had therefors decided to appeil to the L.
H, P. A. Thelr use wa# almost unlversal, he

stated, among the hetter classes, and thelr methods
were #0 unsanitary that they befouled the street
and the alr wihersver they went. They wers
a thoroughly unnecessary nulsance, he continued,
glnee the city naw collects the garbage in a per-
fectly sanitary manner, and If they wers to con-
tinue in use people ought to be made to conform to
the street-cleaning regulations,

In concluslon Dr. 8mith culoglzed the soclety for
the good work It had done, and strongly urged the
formation of a Natlonal organization,
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CATHEDRALS OF ENGLAND.

ALFRED M. COLLETT, M. A, OF OXFORD
UNIVERSITY, LECTURES BEFORE
"THE ASSOCIATES OF THE
BISTERS OF BT.

MARY."

Alfred M. Collett, M., A., of Oxford University,
deliversed yesterday at 3 p. m. the Arst lecture In a
serles of five to ha given by him on “Tha Cathe-
Adrals of England' The lactursa are under the
ausplees of “Tha Assaciates of the Bistera of St,
Mary,” and are delivered at the rooms of tha
Church Club, No. /78 Fifth-ave.

The opening lecture was on Lineoln Cathedral,
and was attended by an audlence that filled the
large rooms. Mr. Collett hegan by giving a brief
histary of the town of Lincoln, which antedates
ths Roman Invasion, as it was alrendy a town
whan they appeared as the conquerors of the littla
fgland of PBritaln, They fortifled It to some ex-
tent, as ita situation made it of some strategle Im-
portances, and one of the arches bullt by them, and
under which Willlam tha Canqueror passed when
Norman followed Roman, remains ta the present
day.

The church history of Lincoln, although not
boasting the antlquity of the town, {2 néverthe-
lags of reapectalile age, as the Normans hullt a
church thers at a very early period In thelr occu-
pation. About 1076 was hegun the eathedral, of
which portlona still remain. Varlous additlona
and changes, some of them necossitated by tha
ravages of nan earthquake in the twelfth eentury,
gradunlly made the present structure. The last
fmportant additlon was made In the early part of
the fifteenth contury.

The lectura was lustrated lavishly, from the en-
tranes to the town at the rallroad statlon, through
tha auaint ald streets, ander the Roman arch, up
to the great cathegral crowning the hill. Tha
cathedral was naleo shown In detail, =0 that It
was poasihle to study even the minute and delleats
earving that adorns it while the lecturer ex-
plained the growth and history of the variona
parts.

Tho suhfect of the next lecturs, which Is to ha
given January 12, 1s “The Ely Cathedral"

T

REUNION AND LUNCHEON.,

THF, NEW-YORK BRANCH OF THE MORA-
VIAN SEMINARY ALUMNAR ASS0OCTA-
TION HOLDS A RUCCESSFUL
BESRION.

The first annual reunlon and luncheon of tha
New-York bhranch of the Moravian Seminary
Alumnans As=sociatlon was held wvesterday at 2
o'clock In the Majestle Hotel. The seminary s at
Bethlehem, Penn., and enjovs the distinction of
helng the ploneer woman's college In this country,
having heen founded In 1748 A nioes of General
Washington was ame Its puplls In [ts first half-
ecentury, and later t davchters of Commodore

Vanderhilt attended the school,

The reunlon was purely soclal, and the eighty-
twao or more members present found it a delightful
occaslon. After the luncheon Mrs. Louis J. Rel-
lonl, jr., president of the association, introduced
Dr. J. Max Hark. Dr. Hark f8 the head of the

college, and his remarks were hoth witty and
earnest,
Thosa present were Mrs. Louls J. Bellonl, jr,

Mrs, E. T. MeLaughlin, Miss Marie L. Guth, Mrs.
C"harles Milson Ford, Mrs, Edlow Harrison, Mra.
Fredeile A, Burnham, Mrs. J  Adolph Mollen-
hauer, Mrs, John King Hall, Mre. Abram B, Meyer,
Dr, and Mra, J Max Hark, the Rev. and Mrs. W,
it. Rlee, the Rev, and Mrs., Herman Geardsen,
Mrs. W. C. Richardeon, of Philndelphin; Mrs. J. 8.
Harsell, of Phlledelphie; Mrs. B. HIl, of Baltl-

more: Mra. C. G Griffith, of Baltimore; Mrs, J. P,
Geran, Mrs, George L. Kilmer, Mrs. Charlea T.
Mott, Mra. Abram V. Whiteman, Mra William
Clarke, Mrs, George Holmes, Mrs, F. Bridgeman
Greenwaldt, Mra. Eugene A. Hoffmar, Mrs, F. M,
Bartleman, Mrs. Emil Henel, Mrs. R. M. Lawson,
Misa Kohler, Mrs. Rudolph Schnelder. Mrs, L. R.
Equier, Miss Irene Chadwick, Mrs. Robert Ballan-
tine, Mrs, Alfred L. Thorburn, Miss Spring, Miss
Martha HKohler, Mrs. Cornella A Oram, Mrs
James H. Stewart, Mrs. U". B. Brewster, Mrs,
Samuel Klotz, Mra. E. C. Rich, Mrs, Henry Meyer,
.-y, W, Ege, Mrs. Peter Hegeman, Mrs, De
witt € Bander, Mi=a Kate Dell, Mrs. Talbot Root,

F. W George H. Wooster,

Mra, *. Jnckson, Mrys
Mrs. E. D. Conover, Mrs. M. L. Erwin, Mrs, Clark
Dunham, Mrs, Jumes N. Wells Mrs, Jumes M

Greger, Mrs. J. J. Detwelller, Mra. Chaun
Town, Mra, Eugene V. Keenev, Mra. Louls Hurger,
Mrs. Olga E. Hass, Mroo J. H Thompson, Mrs, M.

B, Underwood, Mra. Francis W, Droke, Mrs. Hem-
imgway, Mre, Fdwin Marlion Cox, Mrs John Suy-
dam, Dr. Harrlet Barkelow, Mrs. Robert G. Strong,
Mrs, John Gray Foster, Mre, D, M. Van Vieet,
Mrs. Sarah D. Kowenhaven, Mrs, I,
haven, Mre. J. B. Willlams, Mra. E.
Mre, George T. Bayou.

R. 8. Kowen-
M, Bosch and

ey e
MODJESKA TO RETURN TO THE STAGE.

San Franclsen, Jan, 6.—Mme, Modjeska s about
to make her reappearance upon the stage after a
year of retirement, The well-known and popular
actress has for some months past bten recuperating
her health on her ranch In Bouthern Callfornla
She had determined to retire permanently from the
stage on account of falling health, but, having re-
giined her vigor, she has been induced to play a
brief season tn California. She reached town to-day
to prepare fgr her opening at the Baldwin Theatre,
in Suderman’s “Magda,” on January 5. After an
engagement of four weeks at the Baldwin, durlng
which she will play “Mary Stuart” and “Macbheth.”
she will play briel engagements at San Dlego, Los
Angelos, Fresno, Stockton and Onkland, and will
probably then retire permanently to private lfe.

Joseph Haworth, who will ba her leading man,
Is expeoted hera In a few days.

GEORGIA'S GOVERNOR IN CALIFORNIA.
 Los Angeles, Cal, Jan, 5,—A party of prominent
Georglans arrived yesterday from Atlanta In &
privata car. They were Governor and Mrs. A, J.
Atkinson, Major E. J. Ballou, private and military

1

secretary to Governor Atkinson; Mrs. Ballou, Dr. |

1

may be easily made.

Tllustrations will be sent for inspection wheve for any
reason It s not comvenient to oall,

MERIDEN BRITANNIA CO,
Medison Square,
Factories: Meriden, Conn., Braneh Factory: Hamilton, Oul

208 Fifth Avenue.

and Mrs, J. B. G. Holmes, Miss Louise Huntley
and Captain Brown, of the 1st United States Cav.
alry, who has been detalled as Inspector-General
of the Georgla Natlonal Guard. The party will re-
main hera for several days and then go to San

Franelsco,

por et s
TWELFTH-DAY OBSERVANCES.

ANCIENT AND MODERN CELEBRATIONS
OF "LITTLE CHRISTMAS"

-

MANY GAY FESTIVITIES THIS EVENING—HINTS
FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT—RECIPE FOR
“TWELFTH NIGHT' CAKRE.

Among ths many of the “good old customs
redivivus’ Is the one of keeping Twelfth Day, or
Little Christmas. For centuries the celebration of
this day stood only second to Christmas In Its char-
acter as a religlous festival; but after the reign of
the Georges It gradually lost Ils place In the cal-
endar of festal days untll the jast few yeara, when
the resuscitation of anclent customs and entertain-

ments brings it again to the fore,

Ohserved first as a festival of the Church by the
primitive Christlans In commemoration of the mani-
festatlon of Christ to the Gentlles, or more expressly
to the three Magl of the East, who came led by the
star 1o worship the Infant Christ, it extended over
twelve days, eapecial attention being glven to the
first—Christmas—or the Great Eplphany, and the
latter, the Lesser Eplphany.

In the Middla Ages a crude littls drama, “The
Feast of the Star,” celebrated the worship of the
Magl, when the King, tha wise men, the priests and
the Child appeared and played thelr parts, closing
with a grand procession and a chanting service.

HOW ORBRSERVED IN 1236

At Milan In 133 the preaching friars evolved a
=t|1l more elabarate play, ealled “The Festival of the
Three Kings,” an account of which is thus re-
corded In Wharton's “‘History of English Poetry™:
“The three kings appeared, crowned, on three great
horses richly habited, surrounded by pages, body-
guards and an Innumerable retinue. A golden star
waa axhibited In the sky, going before them. They
procesded to the plllars of 8t. Lawrence, whers
King Herod was representad with his scribes and
wilse men. The three kings ask Herod where Christ
should be born, and his wise men, having consulted
thelr books, answer, ‘At Rethlehem'; on which
the three kings, with their golden crowns, having
in their hands golden cups filled with frankin-
eense, myrrh and gold—the star going before—
marched to tha Church of 8t. Eustorgius with all
thelr attendants, preeceded by trumpets, horses,
asses, baboons and a great varlety of animals,

“In the church, on one glds of the high altar, there
was a manger with an ox and an ass, and In it the
infant Christ, in the arms of his mother. Here the
threa kings offer thelr gifts. The concourse,” con-
tinues the writer, Impressively, "was such as never
man hefore beheld.”

As time went by, varlous customs, undoubtedly
of anclent and pagnn origin, wers added to the cele-
bration. One of these was the election of the king
of the festivitles oy lot, a bean serving as the ar-
biter of fate. In England & large cake was baked
in who=e fragrant depths a bean lay concealed,
Then, when the family and friends were assembled,
the cake was divided by lot, and whoever was so
fortunata as to get the plece containing the hean
was crowned “King of the Bean."

In France thls custom gave rise to the proverb,
“I1 a trouvé la fave au ghAteau,' signifying good
luek.

Later, a king without a queen belng an anomaly,
two cakes were made, one contalning a b2an and
the other a “pease,” whose finder shargd the
honors of the occasion with the king, both parties
supporting the character until midnight.

After the election the king-monarch pro tem. waa
ralsed, in the midst of great asclalm, to the celling,
where he chalked crosses on the rafters to protect
the house against evil apirita.

SHAKESPEARE'S “TWELFTH NIGHT.”

In 140 Ben Jonson's “Masque of Hymen™ was
glven before the Court, while Shakespears's “Twelfth
Night" wius also written for this occaslon,

From this time on the festival was celebrated
with great eclat until the eivil wars, expense be-
ing apparently no object. The English nobllity,
necording to the records, ocenpled themselves with
the diversion of hlowing up pasteboard castles, let-
ting claret flow like blood out of a stag made of
pasie, the casile being hombarded from a pasteboard
ship with eannon, while the company pelted one
another with  egeshells  Alled with rosewater.
Large ples were also a feature of the occasion
which, heing opened, allowed a host of large and
active frogs to jump upon the unsuspecting opener,

Gambling algn grew to be & costly feature of
tha festivitles, Evelyn telling us that on Twelfth
Night, 182, according to his custom, His Mujesty
*harles {1 opened the revels of the night by throw-
ing the diee himself in the Privy Chamber and
lnat his £100; the year before he won £1,500.

DURING ELIZABETH'S TIME,

During Elizabeth’s reign the Lord Mayor, Alder-
men and gullds of London used to go to Bt. Paul's
on Twelfth Day to hear a sermon appropriate to
tha necasion, while during the relgns of the
Georges the King, preceded by heralds, pursul-
vants and the knights of the Garter, Thistle and
Bath, went to the Roval Chapel at ‘8t James's
and there offerad gold. frankincense and myrrh, in
imitution of the Fastern Magl.

Although the celebratlon of Twelfth Day has
gradually died out during the present century, it
wis through no fault of the bakers, who con-
tinued untll a few years ago to concoct most won-
derfully composite vakes In honor of this day. A
fortress with fiags fiving, and sentinels of doughty
mien and sugared aspect, was a favorite design,
ofttimes modelled on a =cale of such magnificence
as to require two ovens {n the baking.

With the renalasance of the Twelfth Night en.
tartainment and its indispensable cake this recipe
|s in order, substituting two bita of sllver—a coin
for the King and a thimble for the Queen—in
place of the traditlonal hean and “peasa™:

RECIPE FOR TWELFTH-NIGHT CAKE.

Beat to a eream one cupful of fresh butter and
two cupfuls of granulated sugar. Beat six aggs,
whites and volks separately, and stir the yolks
little by littla Into the creamed butter and sugar.
IMssolve a half-teaspoonful of soda In a cupful of
milk, and sift a teaspoonful of cream o' tartar
into three cupfuls of pastry flour. Add the milk to
the hutter little by littls, then the flour, alternat-
Inr with the heaten whites, which should be folded
in_net stirred. Add the grated rind and julce of
hal?f a lemon, flavor with wine or brandy, add a
half-cupful more of flour If It does not seem very
«tiff, and pour in a large round pan, lined with
buttered paper. Roll the silver pleces In flour and
put on opposita sldes of the cake, marking the
dlvision with two slips of buttered paper set up-
right In the dough. Hake slowly In a moderats
oven, and, when cold, fee with a thick white frost-
ing, ornamented as elaborately as possible. Bprayvs
of holly may he imitated by candled cherrles, cut In
bits, and strips of angellea. A tiny Christmas
trag In the ecentre is also an appropriate finiah,
¢ course. the colors used In  decorating the
Twelfth Night feast must he the traditional
Christmas colors of red and green.

While the King and Quesn rule the festivities
and their loval suhjects, other characters may also
he assumed for the occaslon, such as “Prime Min-
fstor.”  “lady-In-walting.” “euter,” ete.

Thess characters are awarded by means of eards
with the various titles written on them and placed
fn two bags, to he drawn from by the participants,

WOMEN. TALK POLITIOS.

THEY TOUCH UPON EVERTTHING, FROM
“QUEEN LILY'S" VISIT TO THE PRESI-
DENTIAL INAUGURATION,

Misa Sarah Warren Keeler read the historiral
paper at yesterday's meeting of the Soclety for
Politieal 8tudy, and Miss Anna Maxwell Jones the
one on current topics, The first was on New-York,
and the second touched on everything, from the
weather to Lilfuskalant's visit and the Greater New-
York charter Miss Jones moted with satisfaction
that “Queen Lily" had not visited Washington
and driven Cleveland to duck-shooting, and that
Brooklyn had ceased to weep over her marriage
and was reconclling herself to the fate of being
Mra. Greater New-York. Bhe remarked also that
afternoon teas were flourishing, that the January
thaw had come early, and also that she had dis-

cavered that algretten were not ospreys,

The discusston of the papers was unusually short,
as much time was consumed In making arrange-
ments for the annual reception next weak. Among

thoge who participated In it were Mra Liille |

REED & BARTON,

SILVERSMITHS, ,
Broadway and 17th Street, N. ¥, *

Devereux Blake, Mrs. Thaddeus Wakeman and
Mrs. Maria McCullough.
Mrs. Blake called attention to the fact that e

provislon was made in ‘he new charter for
pay for equal work, and she thought women
to protest against this featuras of It. '

“Seventy-rive milllon dollars,” she sald, “is to
h_« id out in salartes. We pay half the taxes
which that mozey Ia ralsed, and we have & rig
that a fair return should be made to us.”

Mrs. Bilake stated further that she had writ
to Governor Black on the subject. and that he
nﬁlled that ho was fully In sympathy with her.
re. Maria MeCullough, at the uest of t
soclety, spoke of her native city, '?ﬂum,
Mry, Wakeman gave a short history of her ances-
m}ri Jnl‘i‘? I‘l}de:lhill. 53 P

rs. Hanaford, the president, then sald that
might be Interesting to the sociéty to know hﬂg
many of [ts membhers were descondants of
distinguished In American history, and it tu
out that among the ancestors of the different
ladies were John Eliat, the apostle to the Indians;
g‘ohu al\ldgn.ﬁ;ln;arg‘g; E‘linm;l. Elder Brewster,

Feneral radford, omas Mason, Elias
and the firat Mayor of New-York. o

A wooden box or a chip basket, sither clrcular o
oblong in shape, makes a pretty as well as sub=
stantial case for the nesdlawork and darning ma=
terlals of the shut-in members, The bag, which
forma the top part of the case, Is made of strong
calored linen, cut the size of the basket, and when
hemmed Is 5% Inches high. Use a sllk cord a8 ®

g
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' CASE FOR NEEDLEWORK.

drawing string, leaving a heading % of an {nch
deep. This bag Is gluad to the juner side of the
box. To obtaln the efoct of burnt-wood engrave
ing, trace any tastoful design in pencll, and go
over it with an ordinary poker that is heated hot
enough to burn the wood to a deep brown color.

CHINA-PAINTING, CONTINUED-JEWELLING.

The jewels with which some of the handsomest
pleces of bric-A-brac are enriched are less exs
pensive than thelr names would Indicate, says tha
“Art of Drawing and Painting.” They are mads
in all eolors, from lustrous pearls to richest gar-
nets, and, it must ke added, cost but a few cents
aplece. Jewels are, of course, never added to ware
intended for tahle use, but they give a richly or-
namental appearance to lampshades, vases of
plaques, or when combined with the enamel-work
just described. The richier the design the more
appropriate are the jewels

First draw tho design, planning the spaces for
the jewels. The parts which are to be painted or
gllded must be finished and fired befors these are
applled. Opalescent tones in lampshades ars now
very popular, and may be Imitated by jewels of
this color,

Now mix the cement which is mada for the pur-
pose with fat oll, keeping it moistened with tur-
pentine, or use any good cement: and, placing &
littls where the jewel !s to go, press the latter
upon it firmly. Be sure that no cement shows
about the edge of the jewel. No later firing I8
necessary. When attempted, It Is always done at
great risk to the work, and a good cement, If
properly applied, will hold just as well when,thor-
oughly dry as after firing.

Burnishing gold, or the pure gold used in'china-
painting, and with which the richest effects are
only to be obtained, comes on glass slabs, ready
fluxed, and has only to be ground with turpentine
to be ready for use. On account of {ts expense—§l
a slab—tools used in the application of gold are
kept scrupulously separated from all others.

A separate bottle of alcohol Is kept In which to
wash the brush, and it Is labellsd accordingly.
As the gold is heavy, It naturally settles in the
bottom of the bottle, and when a sufficlent amount
has collected the alcohal is poured off and the gold
used. If It becomes necessary to clean the paletts,
usa alcohol for the purpose, which will evaporate
quickly and leave the gold unharmed.

I"se the gold brushes for no other purpose, and
always wash them thoroughly In alcohol.

The gold must be applied thick cenough to en-
tirely hide the china, but not thicker than that,
otherwise 1t will Aake off when fired.

This Auxed gold Is to be used only upon the
white china or over paste. If the dish Is I'.lmed‘I
the deslgn or band which Is to receive the gol
must he scraped or cleansl, as previously dee
soribed. There {8 an Influxed gold, however, which
may he applied over color.

When the gold comes from the kiln It has the
dull appearance of a yellow-brown paint. The next
step is to seour it, If a dull lustre. often called
“matt gole” or “dead gold,” is desired. To do thi
moisten & fine, soft cloth, and dll-l In powde
pumice, thes, giving the hand a ¢ reular motlon,
scour or pollsh the gold,

Anaother methad {2 to use a glass brush, which is
made expressly for this purpose. Protect the hands
with kid ar heavy gloves and hold the piece to be
scoured over a box or newspaper, and polish as be-
fore; for, since the brush is made of spun glass
wound with cerd, small plecss of the glass breal
off and iy In all directions, and are very annoying
If they enter the Hesh. As th: giass Wears away
the cord may be unwiund, and eltner end may be
1f the plece |8 to be fired ns;.nlrl. be Very carss

lass hed

used,
ave been brus

ful that all particles of the g

off.

It a bright gold finlsh {s desired, the gold as
pomes from the kiln must be burnished instead
belng scoured,

This is done with a burnisher, and the best for
amateur use |s tho agate burnisher No, 13 or M.
Wiih this rub back and forth regularly, following
the lines of the tracing. Be careful not to go bes
yond the line of gold, otherwise the burnisher will
scratch the surface of the china, .

Now, with molstened whiting, rub the gold, wipe
it and hurnish once more. The result will be a very
effective, beautifully polished gold surface.

If the slightest scrateh s felt in burnishing, stop
at once and rub the burnisher on a block made
follows: Glue a thick plece of leather to a block :!-
wood, and upon this leather put a little of t
molstened whmnf. To keep the burnisher In
condition, it should be frequently rubbed upon

lock.

Heautiful efMects are praduced by tracling on the
surface of the Mmatt gold with the point of ¢
burnisher, thus leaving bright traceries on the

surface.
These effects are charming when woll executed,
cannot be remedied e:cegt by regllding.
Good effects are secured by scouring certaln p;‘lg
of the design, and burnlshing others. Thess
rocesds with the work. Perhaps the finest mat
puld offent is obtained by the hu.r:!nhod nlx
china in the rlane of gold, or are combined with It.
These are all paint
serited for gold. These bronges may be bu
also, If desired, In the same manner as gold,
elipping that will be moat appropriate for the firs
leaves of our hook of Shut-in Poetry, 1
WE FEAR NOT.
Let the New Year bring what it will, O Friend,

but the work uires a steady hand, as & mistake
feront treatments will au{,uut themselves as one
ironzes, silver and platinum are a
gold, and are scoured with the glass brush, ";Lf. gﬁ
Dear 8hut-Ins: I send what | think a very good
ALICE DOUGLAS
Nothing have we to four:

The past It was good: let the good past lend-

The future ita glow and cheer.

Patlent to suffer or brave to do,
What cen we have to fear?
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